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Course Description

In this course we will discuss five papers, which are all concerned with the resultative
construction typically illustrated by examples such as hammer the metal flat and wipe the
table clean. While focusing on data from two Germanic languages (English and German),
we will aim to understand what properties have made this construction so thoroughly
researched by both semanticists and syntacticians in the past four decades or so. After
reading a handbook article and a seminal paper on resultatives in general, we will look into
the syntax and semantics of less canonical types such as shoot somebody dead off the horse
and intransitive push open as in The door pushed open. Towards the end of the semester,
we also discuss an experimental study on the interpretation of wipe the table clean-type
resultatives in German and that of simple transitives. The course concludes with a test and
student presentations.

Grading
Your final grade will be based on the grades you receive on the endterm test and your
presentation.

Presentations

In your 10-minute presentation you will be required to describe an interesting puzzle that
resultatives pose for linguistic theory based on the literature that we discuss in the course.
Since you will have to assume an audience of non-experts in this task (e.g. high school
students with little background in linguistics), it is essential that you find a puzzle that you
understand well and can explain in simple terms. You will also have to answer some
questions in the Q&A following your presentation.

Attendance
No more than three absences are allowed, illness included.
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Place and Time

Room 56
Wednesday 2:00 p.m. —3:40 p.m.

Contact
Eva Kardos
Department of English Lingquistics, (DEL Facebook, DEL Instagram)

E-mail: kardoseva@ unideb.hu

Phone: 512-900/ext. 22148

Office: Room 12

Office hours: Wednesday 1:00 p.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Thursday 10:00 a.m. —11:00 a.m.



https://ieas.unideb.hu/en/department-english-linguistics
https://www.facebook.com/del.ieas.unideb
https://www.instagram.com/del_unideb/

